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Lawrence campus responds to swine flu epidemic
Amy Sandquist
Staff Writer

In the midst of public fear and
media hype, information about the
rapidly spreading H1N1 virus remains
accessible on campus. According to
the Appleton Post-Crescent, there are
currently 26 confirmed cases of the
swine flu in Wisconsin, including one
case in nearby Green Bay. However,
the rapid spread of the virus combined with the ease with which illness spreads throughout college
campuses has put the Lawrence
administration and university health
center staff on alert.
Dean of Students Nancy Truesdell
reported that Lawrence’s crisis management group has met several times
to review and discuss the campus
pandemic protocol. Truesdell said
that the group, which works with
the Outagamie County Public Health
Division, will continue to monitor the
spread of H1N1 and take all necessary actions to ensure that Lawrence
students remain healthy.
Director of Health Services Susie
Muenster explained that the rapid
spread of this particular viral strain
accounts for much of the fear surrounding H1N1. Unlike with other
more established strains of influenza, there has been no time to
develop a preventative vaccine for
H1N1. However, Muenster credited
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention for “jumping on the virus
in time” and for dispersing information about the virus and about
disease prevention.
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Professor Rick Bjella stands in front of
members.

Muenster said that the professional and swift way in which the
CDC addressed the crisis has allowed
Lawrence to adequately prepare for
the potential consequences of the

virus.
Muenster reported that the
Lawrence crisis management group
is “holding and watching what develops.” Meanwhile, Muenster urges stu-

dents to maintain healthy living habits. Muenster calls simple habits like
hand-washing, getting enough rest,
and eating balanced meals “vital” to
preserving health, particularly in the

William Boardman
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy
1939-2009
Amy Sandquist
Staff Writer

The Lawrence community
mourns the loss of Professor
Emeritus of Philosophy William
Boardman, who passed away
Tuesday, April 28, in Appleton.
He was an admired and influential
member of the Lawrence faculty
for 37 years. He was also a devoted
father, a loving grandfather and a
loyal friend.
Boardman, a native of Springfield
Ill., joined the philosophy department at Lawrence in 1965 following
graduate school at the University of
Minnesota. He retired in 2002 and
devoted his life to his family and
to leisurely reading, a pursuit he
did not have time for when he was
teaching.
During the 1960s and 1970s,
Boardman became very involved in
the anti-Vietnam War movement in
the Fox River Valley. He persuaded other professors to participate
in a protest march down College
Avenue and to take part in sit-ins
at draft boards. He even served as
a draft counselor, calling it is “civic,
moral duty” to help young men
understand all of their options.
On campus, he organized special

After 25 years of dedication as a
professor in the Conservatory, Rick
Bjella will be leaving Lawrence for
a job at Texas
Tech University,
where he will
serve as the
director
of
choral
studies. Bjella currently serves
as director of
choral studies
at Lawrence.
“It is with
very mixed feelings that I take
this position,”
Photo by Lindsay Hayward Bjella said. “I
a few of his Concert Choir
believe in this

seminars for students to explore
the topic of “just
wars.”
Boardman’s
favorite memories from his time
at Lawrence were
of his Viking
Room chats —
open discussions
organized during
the late 1980s by
Boardman and
biology professor
Michael LaMarca.
The chats covered classroom
topics as well as
important issues
of the time.
Boardman’s
primary interest was in the
philosophy of
law and ethics.
During his time at Lawrence, he
became involved in biomedical ethics and spent more than 12 years
working with the Appleton Medical
Center exploring this interest with
community members.
On his retirement in 2002,
Boardman reflected on his time at

place, and the principles it stands
for, so I offered my resignation with
a great sense of humility, because
I know what this faculty and this
student body is capable of.”
Bjella’s announcement comes
right on the heels of one of his greatest triumphs here at Lawrence. Just
a few months ago, at the America
Choral Directors Association conference, the Bjella-directed Lawrence
choirs received a five-minute-long
standing ovation from more than
3,000 choral directors. Dean of the
Conservatory Brian Pertl said, “When
you get a standing ovation from over
3,000 competing directors, you know
you’re doing something right.”
During his tenure, Bjella has
made many improvements to the
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midst of a pandemic.
Lawrence’s administration has
taken steps to provide students
with the materials and information
needed to prevent the spread of
H1N1. Recently, an e-mail alert containing information about H1N1’s
symptoms and advice about remaining healthy went out to the entire
campus community.
Informative signs have been
posted in residence halls and other
places around campus to ensure
that people are aware of the threat,
and hand sanitizer has been placed
in what Truesdell described as “high
traffic locations” on campus.
Truesdell also addressed concerns about study abroad in Mexico,
saying that Lawrence currently has
no students studying in the country
and that those expected to travel to
Mexico have been contacted and will
be kept up to date about the status
of their programs.
So far, no one at Lawrence has
shown symptoms of H1N1, which
are typical flu symptoms accompanied by an unusually high fever,
generally of 103 degrees Fahrenheit
or above.
Testing for the virus involves
a special throat swab test that the
Lawrence health center does not
provide. If a Lawrentian does display
these symptoms, he or she will be
sent to a local clinic for H1N1 testing.
Muenster cautions students to

See Swine flu on page 2
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Lawrence and said, “If my students
found my courses useful in their
lives and careers, then I’ll have had
a good legacy.”
Reflections on his life from
colleagues and students
on page 2

choral program. “Professor Bjella
single-handedly built this program,”
Pertl said. “What began as a good
program in the ‘80s is now world
class.”
The results speak for themselves:
the Lawrence choirs’ performance of
Handel’s “Messiah” Dec. 12 was a
sold-out performance that prompted numerous people to send notes
of praise to Bjella, Pertl and other
Conservatory faculty.
Reactions to the announcement
have been decidedly mixed.
Pertl said that “Professor Bjella’s
absence will be felt deeply,” but sent
him good wishes in his new position
at Texas Tech.
Student responses have run the
gamut of emotions. Ange Dvorak, a

junior music performance and education double major, said she was
“sad that Mr. Bjella is leaving,” mentioning that she particularly was disappointed “because I never got the
opportunity to work with him.”
Acknowledging that Bjella must
now be replaced, Pertl said there has
already been a list formulated of the
candidates for a one-year replacement.
Although the replacement
had not been announced by The
Lawrentian’s press time, Pertl said
he expected an announcement to be
forthcoming.
Bjella is known as the “energizer
bunny” for his boundless enthusiasm and seeming ability to be in
20 places at the same time. Also
known as “Papa Bear,” he currently
directs the Concert Choir and Viking
Chorale. In the past, he has directed
the Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Collegium,
Chamber Singers and the Choral
Society.
"I told my students that I love
them in the deepest way, and that
they will always be in my heart and
soul," Bjella said.
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Lawrentians honored at national Model UN conference
Carolyn Tomecek
for The Lawrentian

Angela Ting and Eduard
Romanenko were honored as
“Outstanding Delegates” at the
National Model United Nations
Conference in New York City, which
took place April 5-12.
The National Model United
Nations Conference is a prestigious
conference that takes place annually at the United Nations headquarters. Drawing 2,500 participants
from colleges all over the world, the
conference replicates real-life United
Nations activities, including proposals, caucuses and crisis simulations.
Each team represents a country

and is responsible for arguing that
country’s views on all the issues discussed in committees. Romanenko
and Ting represented the Republic
of Costa Rica.
Participants are expected to
investigate international issues
through research and debate, with
the end goal of reaching consensus
among the countries.
The conference itself was intense
and demanding. “We debated for five
days in total, and [during] the longest day, we debated for nine hours
straight,” said Ting.
Despite all of the effort she put
forth, she still had a good time and
learned a lot. Ting said, “I really get
to learn practical skills in diplomacy,
public speaking and persuasion.”

The “Outstanding Delegate”
award is reserved for only one or
two delegations with exceptional
diplomatic skills who contribute the
most to the overall goals of the committee.
Both Romanenko and Ting
worked very hard at navigating
negotiations in their committee, the
U.N. Security Council. They went
beyond delegation expectations by
having “behind-closed-doors talks”
with other delegates to help push
the committee forward to reach an
agreement.
“We mediated. We brought [the
delegations] together and helped
merge two resolutions to appease
both sides,” said Ting, a sophomore
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia who is

studying government at Lawrence.
Romanenko and Ting, who were
only able to participate in the conference due to two chance openings,
felt especially grateful to be named
“Outstanding Delegates.”
“It was a great honor that both
of us received this award,” said
Romanenko, a foreign exchange student from Vladivostok, Russia who
is studying economics. However,
Romanenko, as a true Model U.N.
delegate said, “There are no winners
and there are no losers, because otherwise the solution achieved would
not be sustainable.”
Ting joined Model U.N. because
of her interest in international politics. She said, “I would really like to
work with the U.N. someday.”

Romanenko, who participated
in Model U.N. in his hometown in
Russia, wanted to continue going to
conferences as a student at Lawrence.
His future plans also involve the U.N.
“I would love to work with the World
Bank, which is part of the United
Nations system,” said Romanenko.
Both Romanenko and Ting are
members of Lawrence University
Model United Nations, which is
overseen by Associate Professor of
Government and Edwin & Ruth West
Professor of Economics and Social
Science Claudena Skran. The group
is dedicated to promoting awareness
of international affairs and of the
procedures of the United Nations to
Lawrence students.

William Boardman
Professor
Emeritus
of
Philosophy
To-Do May 8-May 14
1939-2009

Editors’ Picks:

Wednesday, May 13 at 9:00 p.m., Main Hall
Green — Thirty-Minute Campus Blackout.
College Dems presents the Sambistas, who will
be playing by the light of tiki torches on Main
Hall Green. Be sure to turn off your lights and
electronics between 10 and 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 13 at 5:30p.m., Memorial
Union — Match wits with professors such as
Julie McQuinn and win up to $500. All proceeds benefit the AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin.
Thursday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m., Science Hall
102 — “Displaced: The Human Rights Crisis in
Darfur.” Carrie Neff of Amnesty International
will talk about the crisis in Darfur and what
you can do to help.

In Other News...
ISLAMABAD — As many as 500,000
civilians are expected to leave the
Swat Valley of Pakistan, following a
government-issued evacuation order
anticipating a military offense of the
Taliban-dominated part of the country. The expected exodus will add
to the number of refugees in the
country who have been displaced by
the fighting.
—www.cnn.com
MADISON — Wisconsin lawmakers introduced a ban Wednesday
that would bar smoking in all restaurants and taverns starting July

Swine flu
continued from page 1
take the threat seriously, but she
also suggested staying away from
sensationalized media reports
about the pandemic. She recom-

2010. Legislators say the bill could
be passed by both houses and then
signed into a law by Gov. Doyle.
Opponents to the bill include the
Tavern League.
—www.postcrescent.com
NEW YORK — Italian auto-maker
Fiat took a step in buying out a
large portion of American auto
giant, Chrysler, Tuesday. Judge
Arthur J. Gonzalez, who has been
overseeing Chrysler’s bankruptcy
proceedings, approved the buyout.
Hold-outs against the plan include
five investment firms who would
suffer losses on an outstanding
Chrysler debt of $295 million.
—www.newyorktimes.com

mended the CDC Web site for its
updated, comprehensive information about the virus.
Ultimately, both Muenster and
Truesdell stressed that the best
way for students to avoid illness
is for them to monitor their health
and take care of themselves.

“Professor Boardman’s legacy is substantial and important, and the Lawrence community remembers him with
great admiration.” — Jill Beck,
university president, in her letter
to campus.
“Beyond celebrating Bill as
a great teacher, I want to say
more personally that he was a
great person, one of the kindest and most helpful friends
one could ever hope to have. [It
was] the little things, the sort
of things we take for granted
most of the time ... that constitute what Wordsworth called:
‘that best portion of a
good man’s life,
His little, nameless,
unremembered, acts
Of kindness and of
love.’
Bill’s life was overflowing
with such things. But by those
they touched, such acts will
never be unremembered.” —
Bertrand Goldgar, professor of
English

“Boardman was a great
teacher and a good guy. I took
every course he offered and
wished I could have taken more.
His lectures often featured
detailed examples — complete
with illustrative gestures — in
which Dreher would meet a violent end, whether from a gun
or meat-grinder; retelling those
stories was a favorite pastime
of many of his students. He will
be missed.” — Ben Bradley ‘93,
assistant professor of philosophy at Syracuse University.
“Bill Boardman was a kind
man, who cared deeply about
his students and philosophy
— and about Lawrence. For
Bill, the goal of philosophical
discussion was not winning
and losing, but, rather, getting
clear about things and, maybe,
with luck discerning the truth
... he tried, and often succeeded in passing these values
on to his students.” — Thomas
Ryckman, professor of philosophy

“He would regularly have
a cigarette and a pipe going
simultaneously while teaching.
He frequently introduced gruesome, violent scenarios on his
way to making some point ...
they made his classes fun. I
now use similar examples routinely [in my teaching].” — Mark
Lukas ‘92, assistant professor
of philosophy at Longwood
University
“He worked hard to put
his views on justice into practice, sometimes at considerable personal cost. He served
as the adviser to the LU student chapter of Students for
a Democratic Society, at a
time — during the Vietnam
War — when SDS was considered a radical fringe group:
Bill gave them very sensible
and mature advice. He showed
both wisdom and courage.”
— John Dreher, professor of
philosophy

Corrections
In the article “Big Event 2009:
What you should know,” which
appeared in the May 1 issue of The
Lawrentian, it was wrongly reported
that Third Eye Blind was the “initial
selection” for the Big Event and that
the dance-off would determine who
got to dance onstage during Girl
Talk’s performance. In fact, Third
Eye Blind was never selected for
the Big Event. The dance-off was
not a precreening process and was
only meant to determine who would
be onstage first. The staff of The
Lawrentian regrets the errors.

Rain, rain,
go away. Come
again another
May.

Isn't there something you'd
rather be doing?
Write for The Lawrentian.
Contact Grace Christiansen at christig@lawrence.edu
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600 W. College
920-749-1111

NO COUPON NECESSARY
OPEN 'TIL 3AM
FREE DELIVERY

LU STUDENT
DISCOUNT:
$3.00 off a
16" pizza
$1.00 off
any pizza

10 College Avenue,
Suite 112A
City Center Plaza
www.kindredspiritsorganics.com
Local products — Organic
food — Flowers
Fair trade chocolates and teas
Free classes — check out our
website!

U N I O N S TAT IO N
Moving Sale!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!
All School Supplies
50% OFF

GRADUATING?
Don’t forget to bring home a
little Lawrence with you.
Sales on everything!

H E LP TH E EN V I RONM ENT
Recycle this newspaper!
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After the Bubble bursts:

Toward a new environmental ethic
Gregory Summers on thinking like a home owner
Stacey Day
Staff Writer

Gregory Summers, associate
professor of history at UW-Stevens
Point, delivered a lecture titled
“Thinking Like a Home Owner: An
Environmental Ethic for the 21st
Century” Monday, April 4 at 4:30
p.m. in Science Hall.
Summers addressed the sense
of isolation and the illusory sense
of detachment and independence
from nature that our homes grant
us. A man’s home is his castle: a
place to be protected, embellished
and enriched with all the consumer
products and adornments one can
procure to prove one’s social worth.
Summers cited Victorian parlors as
particularly striking examples of
how space was wasted, heated, decorated and meticulously maintained,
all for an external show of status.
Summers also illustrated how
everything that we do in our homes
does actually have an effect on, and
is in turn affected by, the environment. The very act of taking up
such cumulatively large amounts of
space and heating them inevitably
has colossal impacts on ecosystems,
water systems and all other natural
functions.
Summers asserted that our
very idea of “progress,” technologically and otherwise, in our home
spaces has correlated with increasingly greater negative environmental
impacts, ever since the over-harvesting of wood by the Greeks to provide
space heating.
This use of houses and their
accoutrements as spaces with which
to display signs of social status, combined with humanity’s completely
unsustainable “progress,” has led to
a model of home ownership that is
problematic, to say the least.
Houses are bigger as families get
smaller, living rooms lie useless and
vacant, and fireplaces are nostalgic,

outdated and ironically unsustainable throwbacks to a time when we
were more connected to nature and
used fire to actually cook our food
and heat our homes.
In the sense that the house represents all the restraints society places
on us that keep us from connecting
to nature, Summers pointed to how
Thoreau escaped into nature, utterly,
by forsaking his home.
Many other nature writers have
followed this path, and discovered
that “going to the woods is going
home.” However, Summers does not
expect that everyone “go back to the
wilderness, per se, because no one’s
going to do that!”
However, he does urge that we
think green as much as possible,
and live smaller, even if immediate
“convenience” remains ungratified:
“convenience is not morally wrong
but it cannot be our only end.”
Summers sees this movement
toward greening home ownership as
part of a larger quest for both beauty
and economy. Beauty, in the sense
that we are filling our homes with
more natural sunshine, and less artificial light, but also in a larger sense,
such as how we are preserving our
atmosphere from more pollutants,
and saving some trees for our grandchildren to see. Economy is found
in less consumption, and in breaking the cycle of social competition,
instead looking to utilize everything
nature has already given us.
Summers closed by conceding
that, since he became a homeowner for the first time a scant eight
years ago, “when you own a house,
your entire perspective on the world
changes.” He too wanted nothing
more than to kill the squirrels that
invaded his home, but he still works
every day to cooperate with nature
on a larger scale, and he hopes that
the future generation will do so as
well.

From our
kitchen to yours
Slavena Emilova Molle
Chef

Baniza
Baniza is typical Bulgarian dish.
We prepare it with fillo dough
and different stuffings — spinach
and cheese, cheese and eggs, or
leeks, and it can also be sweet,
using squash and walnuts.
Here is the recipe for the one
with cheese and eggs stuffing.

the egg-cheese mixture. Repeat
the process until the fillo dough
is used up.
In a bowl mix well one to two
eggs and add the milk. Pour the
liquid over the fillo dough.
Bake until gold brown.
Eat the dish hot with yogurt.

Ingredients:
One package fillo dough
1 cup sunflower/olive oil
2-3 cups Feta cheese
5-6 eggs
2-2.5 cups milk
Preparation:
Preheat the oven to 180º C.
Beat well four eggs.
Crumble the cheese and add to
the egg mixture.
Place one sheet of the fillo
dough in the baking pan.
Sprinkle some oil (around 1
tbsp.) on top. Place the next
sheet. Repeat. After every three
sheets sprinkle scantily some of

A former English major utilizes “Beowulf” in career
Cathy Statz
Class of 1996

Even though I’ve been out beyond
the bubble’s shiny confines now for
over 10 years, I sometimes feel as
though I’ve never left Lawrence.
One of the reasons for this is that
I’ve been lucky enough to score a
position on the Lawrence University
Alumni Association board of directors and have cause to return to LU
twice a year, at least until my term is
up. Then I’ll have to find some other
excuse.
On a recent trip back to campus, I was sitting in the grill musing on the passage of time since
my days as a Plantz-living, procrastinating double-degree student in
English and voice performance. I
got to thinking about the beauty of
being “multi-interested,” and how
Lawrence allows, no, strike that,
rather, demands that students dig
deeply yet explore widely. That idea,
coupled with Lawrence’s focus on
individualized attention, shaped the
way I perceive and approach my life
and work.
Since graduating from Lawrence,
I’ve worked as the education director

Julia Stringfellow
Archivist

When Memorial Union opened
in 1951, it looked similar to how it
does today, but with a few differences. There was no Viking Room in
the basement, and alcohol was not
served anywhere in the union and
was not allowed on campus.
Ping-pong tables were in the
basement, and the basement was
also where theatrical productions
were held, since the Music-Drama
Center was not built until 1959.
The grill basically looked the
same in the 1950s as it does today.
There was a guy behind the counter
known as the “soda jerk,” who was
responsible for preparing sodas and
sundaes. He was called Clarence, and
while no one knew his real name, he
knew the names of all the students
and faculty.
Memorial Union in the 1950s and
1960s was the center of social activity at Lawrence. Students stopped
in at the grill between classes for
a soda, and games such as bridge
and poker were played frequently.
All student organizations also met
in the union. Students also went
to the union to connect with the
outside world, given that one of the

Where'd you go?

Interested in submitting your own recipe? naveed.islam@lawrence.edu

for the Wisconsin Farmers Union,
a grassroots, family farm advocacy organization headquartered in
Chippewa Falls. I have met senators
and future presidents in the halls
of Congress and visited with ageing
farm couples at kitchen tables in
rural Chippewa County. But the work
I find most rewarding is creating connections — through individualized
and interdisciplinary approaches
— to ideas, people and experiences
for young people. Just as Lawrence
did for me, I enjoy introducing the
next generation to the wider world
waiting to be explored.
As part of my job, I serve as the
camp director for the organization’s
summer camp program. While our
curriculum focuses on leadership,
cooperatives, rural issues and environmental sustainability, we also
plan recreational theme nights to
round out our camp day. During one
of my first years directing camps,
and long before the semi-animated
film featuring a gold-plated, sinuous Angelina Jolie, I proposed a
camp theme night based on the epic
poem “Beowulf.” Most of the camp
staff didn’t know what I was talking
about, but they went along with it,

re-enacting Beowulf’s epic battles
with cardboard swords and Goodwill
costumes.
Years later, we still have a disintegrating three-foot high, papiermâché, chicken wire, and burlap
Grendel head which makes cameo
appearances in camp skits dealing
with everything from time travel to
game shows. It is heavy enough to
topple tiny junior campers who try
to walk while wearing it. Like the
real Grendel, it is, depending on
your point of view, either terrifying
or pathetic, though I must admit it
is looking rather more pathetic with
each passing summer of swordfights
and water balloons.
One of my favorite moments
as a camp director occurred when
a college student who’d been a
young camper during the original
“Beowulf” theme night came back to
camp. She told me what she’d been
assigned in her British literature
course: “Beowulf.” Both amused and
chagrined, she said, “I started reading it and realized, hey, I know this
story!” Of course you do, I said, and
smiled.

Lawrence history through the Archives:
Memorial Union in the 1950s and 1960s

2008-2009
academic year:

Photo courtesy of Facebook
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few television sets on campus was
located in the basement. The prom
and formal dances were held in
Riverview Lounge.
As with the grill, sledding down
Union Hill has been popular since
there was a union. Union Hill went
straight down to the river in the
1950s; there was no garden like
today. Alumni from the 1950s tell
stories of sledding down the hill and
going out to the middle of the Fox
River and then swimming back to
shore in icy cold water.
Many campus visitors, including convocation speakers, visited the
union during their time at Lawrence,
and they often had a hamburger and
soda at the grill. One of the most
famous visitors to the union was
John F. Kennedy, who visited while
running for president in March,
1960.
His talk to 300 members of the
Lawrence community took place in
Riverview Lounge, and he spoke of
the important Wisconsin presidential primary taking place April 5.
Kennedy answered questions from
the audience following his talk. The
March 18, 1960, Lawrentian tells of
the students and staff who followed
Kennedy and his group as he made
other stops in northern Wisconsin.
Of all the stories alumni from the

1950s and 1960s have told about the
union, one of the best involves the
Betas. At the beginning of the school
year in the late 1950s, members of
the Beta fraternity put up posters in
Ormsby, the freshman girls’ dormitory at the time, announcing that
cheerleading tryouts would be held
in the basement of the union on a
particular day.
Upon seeing the posters, many
of the girls were excited to try out
to be a Lawrence cheerleader. The
day of the fake cheerleading tryouts
arrived, and a few of the Betas were
on hand to judge the tryouts with
clipboards. A number of freshman
girls arrived, since many had been
cheerleaders in high school, and as
they were jumping and cheering, the
Betas were judging and taking notes.
Of course, when the girls found out
it was all a hoax, they were furious.
For over 50 years, Memorial
Union has served as the living
room for the Lawrence community.
Riverview Lounge has been the location of many student events and
where LUCC has met for many years.
The grill has been the place where
many faculty, staff and students
enjoy lunch. These activities will continue to thrive at the Warch Campus
Center when it opens in the fall.

Housing Gods:
Colman's kind of
like Hiett, right?
— Soon-to-be
sophomores

New model:
I hear you don't think
Wasabe is spicy.
— Old model
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ARPA-E, ultra-fast photography and the swine flu virus
Nicholas Albertini
Staff Writer

ARPA-E whitepapers
The U.S. Department of Energy
Advanced Research Projects AgencyEnergy has announced the beginning
of project concept, also known as
whitepaper, submissions, to be open
from May 8 through June 2. Funding
was finally appropriated for the
agency under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Feb.
17. This means that less than three
months after ARPA-E became a certainty, the agency will begin accepting project concept papers.
That is an amazing feat for
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, who
was the driving force behind the

concept, and it bodes well for the
Department of Energy’s ability to
manage the enormous and unprecedented influx of funding provided by
the recovery act. The full announcement can be found at http://arpae.energy.gov/keydocs/ARPA-E-FOA.
PDF/.
Ultra-fast photography
Scientists at the University of
California at Los Angeles funded
by the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency have succeeded in
creating a motion picture camera
capable of capturing six million
frames per second. This is a thousand-fold increase over the fastest
current high-speed cameras. The
team reported its success to Nature

April 30.
The camera operates by encoding an image into a laser pulse which
is then “stretched” by a method
called amplified dispersive Fourier
transform, which amplifies the pulse
and converts it into a slower pulse
that can be detected and turned into
a digital signal.
Swine flu virus
Though the new A(H1N1) swine
flu virus continues to spread around
the world, and the World Health
Organization’s Pandemic Threat
Scale remains at “Phase 5,” the second-highest level, there has recently
been good news regarding the epidemic.
The Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention has reported details
of their genetic analysis of the virus.
The virus does not have certain
genes thought to be responsible for
the virulence of the 1918 Spanish flu
or the H5N1 avian flu circulating in
Eurasia’s bird population.
The CDC also suggests that the
genetic components of this virus
originating from human influenza
make it very likely that most people
will have some immunity to it, reducing the probability and severity of
infection. These genetic factors could
explain why the spread of the virus
has been slower than expected and
mortality rates have evened out.
Nature reports that WHO virologists at the United Kingdom’s National
Institute for Medical Research are

beginning a comprehensive study
of the virus to determine its likely
mutations in the near future.
The WHO scientists will try to
work out how virulent the virus
might become should it encounter
other viruses and exchange RNA
with them. The results will also show
how likely it will be that a vaccine
derived from this strain will produce
an immune response in humans that
protects against future versions of
the virus.
The reports from the CDC are
encouraging, but this virus is likely
to mutate. Hopefully, this new WHO
study will generate good evidence
that the virus will simply become a
seasonal influenza and not a pandemic-producing killer.

Photographer Brian Ulrich captures contemporary consumerism
Alex Ajayi
Staff Writer

Photographer Brian Ulrich presented “COPIA: From The Mall to
the Shell,” a photographic commentary on contemporary consumerism,
Thursday, April 30. The lecture,
which took place in the Wriston
auditorium, is part of the art and art
history departments' visiting artist
series for this academic year.
Ulrich earned a Master of Fine
Arts degree in photography from
Columbia College. “Copia,” Ulrich’s
first book, was published in 2006 by

Aperture as part of the MP3: Midwest
Photographer’s Project.
He began his “Copia” project in
2001, partly as a reaction to postSept. 11 America.
“Copia came out of curiosity.
When bad things happen, they make
us understand each other,” said
Brian Ulrich. Ulrich uses his camera
as an analytical vessel to assess the
commonly held notion that in times
of hardship and strife, nationalism is
measured by how much Americans
shop.
Ulrich describes the post 9/11
governmental manifesto that fueled

a new wave of consumerism on his
blog.
“In 2001 citizens were encouraged to take to the malls to boost
the U.S. economy through shopping,
thereby equating consumerism with
patriotism. The “Copia” project, a
direct response to that advice, is a
long-term photographic examination
of the peculiarities and complexities
of the consumer-dominated culture
in which we live,” said Ulrich.
“Copia” is divided into three
chapters: “Retail,” “Thrift” and
“Backrooms,” each offering a unique
commentary on popular consumerism. Ulrich begins his retail
journey at Ikea, a landscape he
describes as the “most insane
place I have ever seen in my
life.” Ulrich was able to get
candid shots of consumers
interacting with the manufactured culture.
It is important for Ulrich
to become part of the landscape he is trying to photograph. “Rather than chasing
people around with a camera,
which is creepy, I’m patient.
I’ll actually walk through the
stores, find a good backdrop
and lighting, and wait with the
camera for someone to walk
to it,” said Ulrich.
Ulrich’s
photography
captures images we are all
very familiar with: a $799 casPhoto courtesy of Brian Ulrich's Web site ket sale sign in Costco that

reminds us of our finiteness, a milk
spill on aisle three right in front of
the endless cartons and flavors of
Faygo sodas, a “punk” girl trying on
“punk” shoes — even her rebellion is
manufactured — $9.99 lounge chairs
tucked in U.S. flag cases mounted
like flag draped coffins.
A particularly bizarre and appropriate piece captured a “Homeland
Security Threat Level Today — Please
see the cashier for more details” sign
in a gas station, making a clear connection between our nation’s obsession with the “war on terror” and our
need to shop.
In April 2009, Ulrich was awarded the prestigious Guggenheim
Fellowship for photography. Ulrich
and his predecessors, which include
legendary photographers such as
Ansel Adams, Edward Weston and
Diane Arbus, were awarded the grant
by the John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation for their scholarly and creative contributions to the
arts. Ulrich’s work is currently held in
the collections of the Art Institute of
Chicago, Cleveland Museum of Art,
Museum of Contemporary Art San
Diego, Museum of Fine Art Houston

“Ulrich’s

photography captures images we are all very
familiar with: a $799 casket sale sign in Costco that
reminds us of our finiteness,
a milk spill on aisle three
right in front of the endless
cartons and flavors of Faygo
sodas, a “punk” girl trying
on “punk” shoes — even her
rebellion is manufactured —
$9.99 lounge chairs tucked
in U.S. flag cases mounted
like flag draped coffins.”

and Museum of Contemporary
Photography in Chicago. “Copia” can
be found on Ulrich’s blog at http://
www.notifbutwhen.com/.

"Electric Company:
Bacteria working
together in biofilms
to make electricity"

Photo by Mark DeHeeger

Daniel Bond, assistant professor of
microbiology from
the University of
Minnesota, spoke at
a Recent Advances
in Biology Lecture
Friday, May 1. His presentation examined
how bacteria can work
together in biofilms to
generate electricity.

Photo by Fariha Ali
Brian Ulrich was recently awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship for photography.
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The Green Scene: Biomimicry
Jess Vogt
Columnist

After finally having a bit of time
this spring to do some fun reading, I picked up a book that’s been
on my shelf for a long time called
“Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by
Nature,” by Janine M. Benyus.
All right — it’s not exactly a new
concept (the book was published in
1997), but it’s a field that I’ve recently become more aware of and interested in: Annie Leonard mentioned
it when she was here during Earth
Week, and a recent successful book
on green business, “Green to Gold,”
by Daniel Esty and Andrew Winston,
features the concept in its chapter
on designing for the environment.
For me, the concept of biomimicry
holds promise for integrating the
lessons of the natural world into a
new concept of global sustainability.
But what does “biomimicry”
mean? Some of you in the natural
sciences may have come across the
term before. Essentially, biomimicry
seeks to use the processes of nature

to inform and inspire design and
innovation in the sciences. Some
examples of biomimicry are studying
the workings of photosynthesis in an
attempt to create a molecule that can
capture the sun’s energy for human
use, or examining the species composition of prairie ecosystems to allow
us to redesign agriculture around
perennial crops instead of annuals
or even looking to mussels for clues
to make an incredibly strong and
durable underwater adhesive.
The premise of Benyus’ book is
essentially this: Why should humans
try to reinvent things — like underwater adhesive — when nature has
already taken 3.8 million years of
evolution to get it right? In writing “Biomimicry,” Benyus traveled
around talking to scientists who
were studying nature’s expertise and
attempting to mimic the processes
for use at a human scale. She calls
these scientists — physicists, biologists, chemists, metallurgists, engineers, architects and more — “biomimetics.”
As I’ve mentioned, the book was

published in 1997. After reading it, I
was intrigued, but I wanted to know
more about what’s been going in the
field more recently. So I decided to
check the Web. A Google search of
“biomimicry” yielded about 300,000
hits. The top result: the Biomimicry
Institute, created by the book’s
author, Benyus.
The Institute’s mission statement, from its Web site, is “to nurture and grow a global community of
people who are learning from, emulating, and conserving life’s genius
to create a healthier, more sustainable planet.” They mostly provide
educational materials and run events
and workshops to inspire future
biomimetics.
I wondered if anyone was actually executing any of these ideas. On
the Google scale, 300,000 hits isn’t
that plentifull — Googling my own
name yields almost as many results
— and it’s been a dozen years since
the book’s publication. Searching
The New York Times online doesn’t
yield any relevant hits more recent
than 2001.
I then decided to look up specifically some of the things Benyus mentioned in her book. Because it was
to me the most interesting — not to
mention the easiest to understand

Unwelcome: Sen. Arlen Specter
J. B. Sivanich
Op/Ed Editor

have no reason to vote in any particular manner, since he will most
likely never face another election.
To simplify, the Democrats will
most likely have to put up with a very
conservative Senator in their party at
the expense of a true Democrat for
the next six years in return for getting to most likely prevent filibusters for two years.
If this seems like the short-mindedness typical of Washington, that’s
because it is. They could easily have
let Specter lose the Republican pri-

— I looked up one of the agricultural
biomimicry initiatives.
The Land Institute is one of
the premier agencies conducting
research on perennial systems of
agriculture. As of Benyus’ writing
in 1997, “The Land” had only begun
growing trial crops of perennial
grains and crossing them with the
traditional grains grown on conventional farms with the hope of getting
something that has all the desired
traits of a modern grain crop — high
yield, pest resistance, large grains,
uniform appearance — and has the
ability to be grown in polyculture
(more than one species per field, the
opposite of conventional monoculture) and permaculture (permanent,
perennial, harvestable, managed ecosystems).
In the decade since, The Land
Institute has published five peerreviewed papers on perennial systems, and it has recently launched
a capital campaign titled “Perennials
on the Horizon” in an attempt to
raise more than $3 million for the
continuation of their perennials
research.
Perennial polyculture may seem
like a pipe dream compared to conventional agriculture, but the people
at The Land Institute believe that

it will be necessary for a sustainable future. Essentially, The Land
Institute seeks to make agriculture
look more like a Midwestern prairie,
sparing the land from the soil erosion, nutrient degradation, and pesticide runoff that modern agriculture
perpetuates.
Biomimicry has applications and
lessons for many disciplines, including biology, chemistry, physics,
engineering, architecture, medicine,
agriculture, commerce and business,
energy and computing technology.
In a sustainable world, the way in
which nature works will ideally guide
nearly every aspect of production
and consumption. Biomimicry seeks
to learn from nature, rather than
about nature.
Today’s prevailing industrial
view of nature as a bits and pieces
that we can take and use at will
in our industrial capitalist system
is not at all conducive to ecological sustainability. Benyus and many
others hold that in order to create
a sustainable world, we must begin
to view nature with higher reverence
and to encourage the kind of interaction between humans and nature
that will insure that a socially and
ecologically healthy world for generations.

mary and let him attempt a Joe
Lieberman-esque run as an independent. They then could have used
their new-found political capital to
support an actual Democrat, such as
Joe Sestak.
Sestak was elected to the House
of Representatives in 2006, and
before that was a vice admiral in the
Navy where he served for 31 years.
He won in a 53-percent Republican,
36-percent Democrat district and
still embodies strong Democratic
principles.
Instead, the Democrats got a
guy who voted for the Iraq war,
the Patriot Act renewal, the Military
Commissions Act, warrantless

eavesdropping, almost all of George
Bush’s most controversial appointments and Bush’s tax cuts.
It is hard to believe that Specter
is an actual Democrat. It is much
more likely that Specter is just
another soulless politician who will
do anything to win an election and,
if elected, will pull the Democratic
party to the right and prevent the
Democrats from achieving any progressive reform.
This is not just a prediction.
In his first moves as a Democratic
Senator, Specter has voted against

See Specter on page 7

Op-Art
by Will Muessig

Last week, Pennsylvania Senator
Arlen Specter announced that he was
switching parties and would now be
caucusing with the Democrats. This
is a major news story, as it will give
Democrats the 60 votes — assuming
Al Franken is seated sometime soon
— to prevent filibusters by Senate
Republicans.
Democrats treated this as a great
piece of news, signaling the extremes
that Republicans have gone to, so far
to the right that they are disenfranchising a 29-year-serving Senator,
further giving them the position as
the “big tent party.”
Vice President Biden was ecstatic
that his job of convincing his old
Amtrak-riding partner to switch
parties was done, and President
Obama pledged his “full support”
to Specter.
Specter’s decision in its essence,
however, came out of a fear that he
would lose the Republican primary
in his coming 2010 Senate race. In a
quite boldly egotistical statement, he
said, “I am not prepared to have my
29-year record in the United States
Senate decided by the Pennsylvania
Republican primary electorate — not
prepared to have that record decided
by that jury.”
This does reflect a growing situation on the ground. Over 200,000
Pennsylvania Republicans left the
party to be able to vote in the
highly contested Pennsylvania

Democratic primary between Barack
Obama and Hillary Clinton, leaving
behind a much more conservative
Pennsylvania Republican party.
Specter most likely would have
lost in the primary, seeing as at the
time he switched parties, he was
trailing his more conservative opponent by more than 20 points. Specter
was definitely one of the more moderate Republicans; he is a supporter
of abortion rights, opposed the constitutional amendment to ban gay
marriage and only voted with the
Republicans 65 percent of the time.
Specter will now have to prove
to Pennsylvania Democrats that he
is one of them if he hopes to win the
2012 primary. This is key, seeing as
he will be voting on the replacement
for Supreme Court Justice David
Souter and, potentially, nationalized
health care and a carbon cap and
trade system. This all depends, however, on when these second two bills
come up for a vote.
Part of the bargain of receiving
Specter as a Democrat involved the
support of the Democratic party
— Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee funding and President
Obama as a campaign partner,
included — in the Democratic primary.
Specter is 79 now; assuming
that he is re-elected to represent
Pennsylvania in the Senate, it will
most likely be his last term — if he
does run again, he will be a whopping 86-years-old. This means after
his potential win in 2012, he will
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Photo poll by Sarah Page

“A guy on a computer.”

PHOTO
POLL

— Jimmy Kloppmann

"W hat was
the strangest
thing you saw
during the Girl
Talk concert? "
“The empty library during
midterm week.”

“Travis Fondow.”

— Maria Martin

— Elaine Streng
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Staff Editorial
As Lawrence students plan for the summer, many are deciding to spend the break doing research
with the support of the University.
This year marks the first in which students hoping to conduct research with science professors
have had to fill out formal applications before being given paid positions.
We applaud this move, as it decreases the exclusive nature of having to ask specific professors to
be a part of their research team, thereby giving more students, some who may not be as familiar or
comfortable with individual professors, the opportunity to spend the summer at Lawrence helping
professors with research.
Although it is certainly good that the application process for summer research has been formalized, it is unfortunate that the university has mishandled communicating the status of funding for
the program to students. Students hoping to do research cannot accept other summer commitments
while they wait with bated breath to find out if their research will be funded.
Other summer research opportunities could benefit from a smoother, more democratic application process. Although funds are available for students to study with faculty over the summer in
preparation for a presentation at the Harrison Symposium, only faculty were informed about these
funds being available. Similarly, faculty, not students, were informed of the availability of funding for
honors projects as part of the new — and large — senior studies endowment. We find the fact that
not all students are informed directly troubling, as this may prevent them from being fully able to
take initiative, seeing as some advisors might be more aware and/or communicative of these funding
opportunities.
We are unsure why this lack of communication has been taking place, when news about other
academic programs, such as the Watson Fellowship and the Fullbright Scholars program, are so
promptly and visibly made known to students. All juniors considering honors projects should be
presented with the possibilities to make full use of campus resources.
We are happy to see Lawrence make strides in providing students opportunities to continue academic work during the summer, and we only hope that the university places all the information and
funding necessary for these projects to take place in students’ hands.

Letter to the Editor
When I discovered that the assistant dean for multicultural affairs
position was being restructured for
next year due to budget cuts, I was
angry. I was angry, upset, hurt, but
not surprised. I felt vindicated for
all the harsh criticisms I have felt for
this institution.
The longer I am here, the more
I realize the depth of hypocrisy
and apathy this university holds in
regard to its policies and attitudes
toward diversifying the faculty/
staff, student body and campus.
The diversity center is a resource
for not only students of color but
also for students with other aspects
of diversity, including gender, sexuality, religion, and many others.
The assistant dean for multicultural
affairs reaches out to these students
and helps them adjust and assimilate into the predominate culture
that is not their own. The assistant
dean reaches out to the entire student body and the greater Appleton
community to offer support and
opportunities for education.
In the past two years, there
have been immense changes going
on in the position due to the tireless efforts put forth by Mohammed
Bey and his predecessor Erik Farley.
The fact that the university even
considered restructuring the position shows what little regard the

“Kevin Gabrielson.”
— Niels Jorgenson and
Chris Villa

administrators hold for the amount
of work and the sacrifices these men
have made to better this institution.
Recently, I discovered the university has reconsidered the decision
and decided not to restructure the
position. I am relieved and happy,
but I am NOT satisfied. There is so
much more that needs to be done on
campus to incorporate diversity into
everyday life.
The students need to see minorities better represented in the faculty/ staff positions and in the curriculum. This year, the freshman studies course did not include any issues
of diversity. The MLK Jr. speech was
removed and not replaced by any
other diverse author. By retaining
the position as is, we haven’t taken
any steps back in progress but we
haven’t taken any steps forward
either.
Students may feel that the campus is diverse and that they have
been exposed to people from different cultures and backgrounds,
but when we really reflect on our
experiences here, those encounters
outside of our comfort zone are
minimal, and the opportunities to
understand one another’s perspective and point of view are few and
far between.
While the university did the right
thing by not restructuring the posi-

tion, I feel it was more to avoid the
pressure and angry backlash from
students and alumni than it was
from genuine understanding and
concern for what the effects that
such a decision would have on the
students and university as a whole.
Students hold more power on
this campus for change than we realize. We need to stop complaining
and start changing things we don’t
like, and we need hold the institution responsible for its actions, or
lack there of, that affect our friends,
colleagues, and ourselves and ultimately hinder our education and
growth as people.
If we, as the educated elite,
haven’t had the opportunity or support needed to explore and move
beyond racial boundaries, how can
we expect the rest of the world
to? While this small victory has
enormous implications, I urge everyone not to forget the feelings the
decision to restructure the position
raised in you, but to hold on to that
and use it to view this institution
through a new lens. We have the
power to leave Lawrence a better
place than when we found it. It is
ultimately up to us to do so.

Chelsea Wantland
Class of 2010

Compostmodernist:
Biting the hand
that feeds

Dieter Huneryager
Columnist

Because we’ve reached the halfway point of this term, I think it might
be useful to review the front page
headlines that have graced the front
pages of this publication so far this
term. Here they are in chronological
order: “Vijay and Hainze win Watson
Fellowship and Fulbright,” “Hulbert,
Neitzel and Terzuolo win Fulbright
Scholarships,” “Orr wins American
Council of Education Fellowship,”
and “Purdy ‘38 Awarded Degree
for Environmental Conservation
Efforts.”
If I’m not mistaken, each of these
stories was broken to the public on
the Lawrence University homepage
at least two weeks in advance of its
Lawrentian publishing. This means
that The Lawrentian has apparently
ceased to be a news source and
is gradually coming to resemble
Parade Magazine more and more
every week.
Here’s an example of how low
the readership’s expectations are
for the level of interest of an average Lawrentian: Two weeks ago, Will
Muessig published a clever editorial
comic about how Sig Ep’s Peace and
Harmony party was, in fact, a coverup for the pimps and ho’s party.
A friend of mine, upon seeing this
comic, was shocked and tickled that
The Lawrentian had the chutzpah to
admit that the SigEp party had nothing to do with peace and harmony. Is
this newspaper so lame that the fact
that it is willing to publish common
knowledge about a quasi-controversial subject is shocking to the general
readership?
I too have run into trouble with
The Lawrentian’s editors for some of
my incredibly shocking comments.
The column I wrote last week almost
wasn’t published because I repeatedly used the term “sucks,” because
apparently we’re in middle school.
Fortunately, that one somehow made
it through, but not all of my articles
have been so fortunate.
Three weeks earlier, an article
I wrote for the April Fools edition

Specter
continued from page 6
Democratic measures, opposing the
budget and opposing attempts to
“allow bankruptcy judges to modify
mortgages for troubled homeowners.” He also opposes the Employee
Free Choice Act, a major labor law,

“The amount of money SOUP
paid for a mediocre D.J.”

“Elbowing my RLA in the
face...”

— Jacob Ruben

— Phillip Conklin

“Seeing the senior year version of playfair.”
— April West
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of The Lawrentian was deemed too
offensive for publication. The article
was a column discussing whether or
not Jill Beck was foxier than previous college presidents. At no point
do I describe Beck’s or anyone else’s
physical attributes, but the fact that I
suggest that any Lawrence presidents
could be judged by their appearance
— mind you, this is in our annual
satiric edition — censoring this is
simply puritanical.
The problem of deliberate blandness is not limited to this publication.
Every year, SOUP manages to hire the
worst comedians possible to perform
at Lawrence. Google the next comedian that comes to Lawrence and
within the first three results, you’ll
find a review gushing about how the
comedian managed to be funny without resorting to cuss words.
We’re in college. Is there any
Lawrentian who is still offended by
the f-bomb? Last year’s string of
comedians were the worst offenders.
Instead of booking comedians who
were funny and didn’t censor themselves, we got the following gimmicks: a woman with a guitar, a puppeteer, a Jewish rapper (his entire act
was centered around that one tired
premise) and a guy who had multiple
sclerosis, which wouldn’t have been
a problem if 80 percent of his jokes
weren’t self-deprecating drivel.
Publishing four front-page headlines in a row is a safe bet, but
wouldn’t The Lawrentian garner
more than a glance from the average
student if we put exciting news up
there? Instead of telling us about yet
another x-bright scholarship winner,
why not lead with the pimps and
ho’s scandal? Instead of the sports
section, why not a section entirely
devoted to whatever stupid crap the
Yuais did the previous week? Can
someone tell the Yuais that everyone
realizes that they think of themselves as free-spirited even though
we still know they’re just a bunch of
attention w***** (harmonies?).
I digress, but I don’t understand
how everyone involved with this publication cares enough to put one
together every week knowing that it’s
destined to be sterilized and boring.
and Obama's superb new choice to
head the Office of the Legal Counsel
Dawn Johnsen. Oh yeah, he also said
that the Minnesota courts should "do
justice and declare Norm Coleman
the winner" in the Senate race there.
If Barack Obama campaigned on
shaking up the establishment, his
support of Specter is one area where
he should get an “F.”

The opinions expressed in
these editorials are those
of the students, faculty
and community members
who submitted them. All
facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does
not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit
their own opinions using the
parameters outlined in the
masthead.
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Girl Talk headlines a successful Big Event
Alex Schaaf and Tom Pilcher
A&E Editor and Staff Writer

Disclosure: Alex Schaaf is a
member of The Chairs. He was not
involved in the writing or editing of
any part of this article pertaining to
that band.
The months leading up to this
year’s SOUP sponsored Big Event
were filled with more unanswered
questions and rumors than ever
before, all of which were conclusively answered by Monday night’s
performance from Girl Talk, Reel
Big Fish, and Lawrence’s own The
Chairs.
There was the Third Eye Blind
rumor, the confusion about the
dance-off, and perhaps most relevant, the question of how Lawrence
students would respond to the singular, sweat-soaked experience that
is a Girl Talk concert. However,
by the time I arrived at the rec.
center Monday night, all of these
questions seemed to be irrelevant
because of the anxious energy filling the room.
The Chairs started early because
of some miscommunication about
how long the band could play, but
the band members certainly made
the most of their shortened set and
played the more energetic tunes
from their recently released debut
album, “Laugh, It’s a Fright,” and
their older, self-released EP.
Though they only played a little
over 20 minutes, Alex Schaaf and
company made the most of it, uti-

lizing all of the large assembled
stage. Bassist Colin Stiemke even
slipped on the carpet at one point
as he roamed the stage.
The highlight of their set,
besides the perpetually clear
mix, was when Schaaf called Reel
Big Fish’s trumpet player John
Christianson on stage to join The
Chairs for the band’s last tune,
“Crooked Concubines.” It was a fitting end to the short but energetic
set, and soon after, Reel Big Fish
took the stage.
Reel Big Fish represents the
classic case of a band that refuses
to pander to whatever new genre
mainstream pop culture embraces. The band gained popularity in
the mid 1990s at the commercial
peak of the third wave of ska,
even signing to major label Mojo
Records and appearing in the film
“BASEketball.”
Ska has since lost popularity,
and RBF dropped the contract with
Mojo and began releasing music
on the band’s own terms. The
group’s set on Monday highlighted
all of its big hits, such as “Trendy
(Everybody’s Doin’ the Fish)” and
“Sell Out.”
The crowd was not nearly as
energetic as it was for Girl Talk’s
set, but the remaining ska fans
and those who remembered their
teenage love for the band clearly
enjoyed Reel Big Fish.
The great thing about RBF is
that the band’s members do not
take themselves too seriously,
clearly shown by the lead sing-

Artist Spotlight:
Callie Bates

by Anna Hainze
It should not surprise you that
senior Callie Bates is going on to
pursue a career in creative writing:
Both her parents are professional
writers, her first attempt at writing
a novel occurred at age 10, and
her fiction has already been recognized as top-notch. Really, with all
of that going for her, what else is
a girl to do?
Though you might recognize
her as a friendly face at the Mudd’s
circulation desk, it is a well-known
fact that Bates’ talents run far
deeper than telling you the date
when your book is due.
Admitted Bates, “I became
interested in writing the summer I turned 10. I wanted to
write a novel about a haunted
castle — yes, a novel — it was
long-winded from the start. I
got about 30 pages in and lost
interest, but it led to other
projects.”
Even after this slight prepubescent setback, Bates remained
undeterred and continued to
write, to much more acclaim
and with more success in recent
years.
Two years ago, Bates won

the Nick Adams Short Story
Contest, sponsored by the ACM,
for her work titled “The Swans
at Roxleigh,” which was selected
as the best entry out of 45 other
stories. This award-winning story
takes place in England’s Lake
District at the end of the Second
World War and follows a young
woman trying to escape her past.
Bates’ newest work, a novella,
doubles as her honors project.
Explained Bates, “[The Swans at
Roxleigh] actually fed into my
novella/honors project. ... After
writing one story set during WWII,
I wanted to explore the timeframe
more and have a longer space to
do it justice.”
“The Foothills of Olympus” is
written in four parts, with the middle sections taking place in flashback, giving the readers insight
into the protagonist’s past.

Photo by Susanna Valleau

er’s Hawaiian shirt, slicked back
1950s-style hair cut and mutton
chop sideburns, and by the band’s
catchy, funny lyrics: “It’s not so bad
being trendy/Everyone who looks
like me is my friend!”
Reel Big Fish certainly did succeed in loosening up Lawrence’s
usually reserved concert crowd, but
probably not as much as if they
were headlining a show specifically
for ska fans.
Following Reel Big Fish, the
party almost started without Girl
Talk. Dancers took the stage and
bone-crushing bass notes penetrated through the packed crowd without any sight of Greg Gillis.
However, Gillis soon made an
unassuming entrance from the
back, sneaking through the crowd
to get to his table, and the night
truly began.
Gillis played an electrifying set,
timing the flow of peaks and valleys
perfectly. The normally reserved
Lawrence crowd was in it from the
start, and the frenzy did not relent
until the house lights came back up
at the end.
The great thing about Gillis is
the skill he possesses of knowing
when to bring the energy down
and when to bring it back up. A
highlight of the night was his use
of Kelly Clarkson’s “Since U Been
Gone.”
He largely presented the song
as it originally was, just putting a
bigger beat underneath Clarkson’s
vocals. Taking out the beat to spur a
massive sing along from the crowd,

he built the tension to
its breaking point and
then hit the most satisfying climax of the
night as he brought the
beat back in. These tension-builders showed
Gillis at his best, as
he seemed to feed off
the crowd, letting their
vibes determine the
song’s direction.
The Big Event of
2009 proved to be a
great success, as the
show was sold out and
the crowd was pleased.
“I think that the
show overall was one
of the most successful campus-wide events
Lawrence has had in
recent years,” said
Chrissie Nelson, one
of the co-chairs of the
event, along with Sepi
Shokri.
The
dynamic
between the crowd on stage and
the crowd on the floor worked perfectly, despite early concerns about
how the flow between the floor and
the stage would work.
As Nelson said, “The only prerequisite to dancing in the danceoff was to have purchased a ticket
beforehand — no one needed to be
the best dancer, the best-looking
[person] or whatever.”
Those who wanted to dance
on stage were allowed to as long
as they had the motivation to get

Photo courtesy of Ben Levine

a wristband before the show, so
the result was that the most motivated were the ones on stage, which
worked well for the dynamic of the
show.
Gillis stayed around afterwards,
signing autographs and talking to
fans, showing a more human side
to the crazed maniac that we saw
on stage. His energy was infectious,
and it provided Lawrence students
a moment of release and escape
in the middle of midterms and
papers.

Brad Mehldau Trio innovates
and inspires in Lawrence chapel
Laura Streyle
Staff Writer

The night ended with every seat
in the Memorial Chapel flinging to
the upright position — the whole
audience rising to their feet as the
three members of the Brad Mehldau
Trio sauntered to
the middle of the
stage, receiving the
rapturous energy
of the hall. With his
tired arms hanging
across the shoulders of trio-mates
Jeff Ballard and
Larry Grenadier,
Brad Mehldau collapsed the trio into
a grateful bow.
“We’re very
honored to be
here,” Mehldau
i n f o r m e d
the crowd of
Appletonians,
Lawrentians and
enthusiastic visitors. Coming from a man who has
successfully channeled the soul of
music into audiences around the
world through his piano playing,
Lawrence can take that statement as
a compliment.
The trio opened with “Dream
Sketch,” one of Mehldau’s compositions that is the musical child of a
“ten-minute power nap,” according
to Mehldau. “Who knows, the tune
might actually be from a ‘70s TV
commercial,” he joked.
Easing into another Mehldau
original that pays tribute to jazz

trumpeter Clifford Brown, the Trio
continued the set by playing the
swinging lines of “Twiggy.” The next
number had Ballard, the trio’s everready drummer, juggling an assortment of percussive tools to keep the
beat alive.
Throughout “Wyatt’s Eulogy for

one voice without hearing the touch
of the other.
At one point during the Costello
piece, Grenadier folded his hands on
his bass and rested his head on his
arms, soaking in Mehldau’s sound.
Ballard absorbed the sound in his
own eager way, quietly anticipating
Mehldau’s next
phrase. The virtuosic playing that
Mehldau did during the Costello
piece revealed his
engrossing technical prowess.
Having had
the chance to chat
it up with Mehldau
after the concert, junior piano
performance
major
Michael
Smith
shared
some insight on
Mehldau’s playing:
“In the Costello
Photo by Brian Meldow and Alex Kohnstamm solo, he utilized
a lot of the same
techniques found
George Hanson,” a number that was in Schumann’s symphonic etudes,
inspired by the free-spirited film which he was playing through before
“Easy Rider,” Ballard used his hands, the performance.”
drum sticks, brushes and the handles
After the audience begged for
of mallets to drive the experimental more from the group, Mehldau,
character of the tune.
Grenadier and Ballard returned to
The trio finished off the set with the stage for their encore selection:
a rendition of Elvis Costello’s “Baby Sufjan Stevens’ “Holland.”
Plays Around,” showcasing their masWithout a doubt, the Brad
terful ability to listen and respond to Mehldau Trio finished off Lawrence’s
each other’s playing. The layers of 100th Anniversary Jazz Series seaGrenadier’s double bass voice and son by celebrating the vibrancy of
Mehldau’s singing melody line weave music that has been heard before
so gently through each other that it and the innovation of music that has
becomes almost impossible to hear yet to be discovered.
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Coming to
your senses
Movies
Friday, May 8
“Star Trek”
“Next Day Air”
“Julia”
“Little Ashes”

DVD
Tuesday, May 12
“Taken”
“Underworld: Rise of the Lycans”
“Passengers”
“O Jerusalem”

Music

Tuesday, May 12
Steve Earle “Townes”
Meat Puppets “Sewn Together”
The Crystal Method “Divided by
Night”
Better Than Ezra “Paper Empire”

Arts & Entertainment
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Dobet Gnahoré tackles big issues
Kristi Ruff
Staff Writer

Harper Hall was packed with
Lawrence students, faculty and
Appleton residents alike Tuesday
night. The occasion? A performance
by Dobet Gnahoré, a singer, dancer
and percussionist from Africa’s Ivory
Coast. She performs primarily as a
vocalist backed up by two guitarists
and a percussionist.
Dobet started her group, Ano
Neko, when she moved from Cote
D’Ivoire to France during a time of
political turmoil in her home country. She met guitarist Colin LaRoche
de Féline in France and together the
two started the performing group.
Gnahoré’s music is very unique.
The group has created a unique
fusion of musical elements as it synthesizes Gnahoré’s rich, expressive
voice with percussion that includes
components of modern mainstream
drumming as well as ethnic styles
and rhythms.
The group also includes acoustic
guitar in the mix, though the style
ranges from loud rock-style guitar

to acoustic folk strumming. The
blend that emerges from all of this
instrumental overlap and layering
of musical styles is truly unique and
awe-inspiring.
The performance Tuesday night
began with a song titled “Dala.” She
started from off-stage and began
singing so clearly that I half wondered if we were starting off with a
recording.
Then she proceeded to come
on stage and sang for a little while
alone before the rest of her group
came in to back her up. The song was
incredible. Gnahoré’s voice requires
so many adjectives to capture its
essence that I can merely attempt to
describe to you how purely incredible this woman’s voice is.
At the end of the song, Gnahoré
commented that the song was about
money, because “money has taken
the world; money has destroyed
people’s minds.” Many of Gnahoré’s
songs had a message or a dedication,
and the sheer force with which she
performed them made it clear that
she believed in that message with
every fiber of her being.

Elaine at the movies:
“X-Men Origins: Wolverine”
Elaine Blum
Staff Writer

After the disappointing final
chapter of the “X-Men” trilogy, I was
dubious as to whether or not milking
the same cash cow was such a great
idea. Without a compelling storyline,
all those fight scenes and blowing
things up can get a little redundant.
However, this flick was certainly better than “The Last Stand” and definitely was worth all $6.50 to see it on
the big screen.
In addition to the special effects
essential to any action film, the “XMen” series easily impresses audiences by showcasing new mutants’
talents. What keeps those potentially
redundant fight scenes interesting
is that this series has a multitude
of characters and powers to choose
from. Audiences delight in witnessing how new powers match up and
play off of one another.
“Origins” does well to host several new characters in addition to some
familiar faces. Returning characters
include Logan/Wolverine, Victor/
Sabretooth, and William Striker. True,
audiences thrill in finally discovering why Logan has an adamantium
skeleton, why he cannot remember
much of his past, and why Striker
knows him.
However, demonstrations of
Logan’s powers alone cannot carry
the film, because fans are already
familiar with them. We have seen
him rapidly heal multiple gashes and
even pop a bullet out of his head. Of
course, these feats need to be part
of the film, but new mutants and
new powers can actually surprise
viewers.
Audiences especially delight in
the long-anticipated inclusion of
Gambit and Wade Wilson, who had
been excluded from the original trilogy. Gambit provides an impressive
show of his skill with a deck of cards
and ability to manipulate kinetic
energy.
Ryan Reynolds plays the jokester,
sword-wielding Wade Wilson. I know,
at first glance, holding a sword pales
in comparison to Wolverine, who has

built-in weapons coming out of his
forearms.
And, to avoid ruining one of the
great scenes of the film — even if
it does appear within the first 20
minutes — I will say only that once
unleashed, Reynolds wields one of
the coolest powers of the film.
Disappointingly, though, this
is the only scene in which we are
entreated to Wade wielding his
swords and making wise-cracks. The
formulation is hilarious! Why did
the “X-Men” producers not utilize
it more instead of the repetitive
fight scenes between Wolverine and
Victor/Sabretooth?
We get it, when those two face
off, it results in a cat fight between
two really durable kitties. I know
that Wolverine is the title character,
but the film could have benefitted
from showcasing other intriguing
characters more.
Though there are things to gripe
about, I want to stress that this film
should be seen on the big screen.
Sure, the film includes perhaps a
few too many twists within twists.
And yes, “X-Men” fans may be disappointed if their favorite character
does not receive enough time in the
limelight. However, all of the fight
scenes are impressive and often surprising display of how the mutants’
powers compete with one another.
Already there is talk of sequels.
The comic book franchise never produces just one movie per superhero,
even though many of these films
would do better to leave well enough
alone. The original blew audiences
out of the water, so producers made
another. “X2” met with resounding
success, so they finished out the trilogy with a flop.
If producers want to continue
milking the “X-Men” franchise, I support continuing with plans for “X-Men
Origins: Magneto,” which has a tentative release date in 2011. However,
I sincerely hope that there will be
no “Wolverine” sequel. “Origins”
explains Wolverine’s entire history.
There is no need to wedge a sequel
between the end of this film and the
beginning of the original trilogy.

Besides possessing an indescribably rich voice with a beautiful timbre, Gnahoré is also an amazing
dancer. She would break out into
dance during drum interludes or
guitar solos in her songs.
Her movements were so much
more than dancing, though, because
they were so fluid, powerful and
graceful that to call them dancing,
one must either redefine the word
to mean something much better,
or risk belittling the pure beauty of
what Gnahoré created on stage. Her
movements were a visual embodiment of the heart and soul present
in the music.
Gnahoré included other elements
in her performance, including a soft
flute-type whistle and a small, beautifully deep gourd that resounded so
fully that I could not believe it was
not bigger.
She dedicated songs to her mother, to her country and “for all women
who fight for a better world.” She
sang one song against deforestation

and another imploring the audience
to let “your children laugh, let your
children dream.”
The ideals that Gnahoré embodies in her performance are big issues,
and she has found a way to show
the audience exactly how much the
world needs to change with her voice,
because it is just so full of presence.
My favorite song was at the end;
she said, “I’m tired. I’m tired with
politics in my country. I’m tired with
politics in the world.”
She followed that statement with
a song so passionate and a dance so
emotionally significant and expressive that I found myself unable to
speak when she was through.
“It had a lot of spirit and joy
and emotion,” said freshman Diana
Sussman. The aural and visual amalgam of energy and passion really
served as an inspiration in terms of
how to be expressive and open and
in terms of how to make a difference
in one’s world.

Progress on the Prairie:
Cathy Cook

Stephen Anunson
Photo Editor

Despite our love of the classics — read, Dead White European
Dudes — taught in these illustrious
halls, plenty of noteworthy artists
innovate outside of the Lawrence
bubble. In this column, we’ll cover
those Midwestern artists — writers,
sculptors, photographers, filmmakers, actors, etc. — and how they’re
changing the modern creative landscape.
Cathy Cook, an Appleton native
who now resides in Baltimore, recently visited campus to screen her film
“Immortal Cupboards: In Search of
Lorine Niedecker.”
Lorine Niedecker was an objectivist poet who spent most of her
life in rural Wisconsin, 1903-1970.
Niedecker’s poetry evoked images
of her natural surroundings with
wit and charm. She loved words and
isolation.
The film is Cook’s first attempt at
a longer documentary about a single
poet. Cook has more experience with
short films that focus on the subject
matter of a single poem.
This experimental documentary,
or poet film, is a collaboration piece.
Cook said she set guidelines similar
to Niedecker’s, had she been alive
during the production of this film.
Originally, Cook envisioned the poetry as a voice-over to images that
might have surrounded Niedecker
while she wrote.
However, Niedecker’s preferred
her poetry to be seen on the page
— a fact which influenced the final
product. In it, most of the poetry
is displayed on the screen rather
than recorded in a voice-over. Cook
admits that this makes this film
harder for audiences. “Most audiences complain about subtitles,” she
remarked. Still, Cook had strong feelings about collaboration and about
making this film a Cook/Niedecker
production.
Cook refers to her films as collages. Aesthetically, the viewer gets
the sense of seeing the world as
Niedecker may have seen it while
thinking about her poetry. Both the
severe close-up shots and the incomplete shots of faces — an entire face
was never shown — add to a sense of
claustrophobia.

Interviews are used as voiceovers to the images, but silence is
also a large part of the sound score.
Cook worked closely with sound
on this film, and the film captured
Wisconsin noises from fields, rivers
and wildlife.
Cook felt a special connection
to Niedecker. After her screening,
Cook highlighted some surprising
parallels. Like Niedecker, Cook spent
much of her life with little money
and did not always have enough
money to work on her art. Many of
her projects were worked on off and
on for many years.
“After 9/11 there was very little work. For many reasons,” she
explained, “I had very little work
and I had to decide to either join
the union and work full-time, or I
would have to go and get a teaching
job. And I could have done either
one. Teaching had more benefits. It
had more security. It had support
for my work — that was the big one,
and that’s why I did it. I have some
regrets,” she said, laughing.
Cook didn’t always make poetry
films. She explained that she took
the “10 year undergrad route,” working on her college degree off and on
before finally graduating and moving
to New York City to pursue a career
in media.
After working for 11 years as an
artistic director for making “TV IDs”
for such shows as “Junkyard Wars,”
she decided that she needed to do
something different in order to fund
her own projects.
Cook said she chose to work on
poetry films because she “was a big
connoisseur of abstract, experimental writing. I think, because of that,
I started, by accident maybe, reading
poetry. That was my interest beside
the visual.”
Cook chooses poems that she
connects with. Her film on Niedecker
is the first example of a connection
with a poet rather than the poem
itself.
“She just had more poems that
talked to me than other people did,”
Cook said. “That’s why I did the
film.”
Cook’s work is intimate and
authentic. She is an artful collaborator and a true Wisconsinite. Indeed,
Cook said she visits her native state
“as often as [she] can,” adding, “I love
Wisconsin.”
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Ramble on the roof: The perfect game room
Torrin Thatcher
Staff Writer

As a college student, sometimes
it’s difficult to watch the game. Yes,
the game might actually be on television. Yes, you might be around
friends. And yes, there might be
some women there. But, I want to
enjoy a game in the right environment with people who know what’s
actually happening.
As it is playoff time in two
sports and my viewing has been a
little subpar, I have started with the
blueprints of my future room that
we shall call my Mecca. Assuming
that this room won’t come to fruition for some time, I have time to
make adjustments.
First let’s get all of the electronics out of the way. I don’t know too
much about comparing plasma and
LCD televisions, but let’s just say
that once I do, it’s go big or go home.
I’m thinking that 65 inches is going
to be the ballpark range for the
baby hanging on my wall. The other
important spec would be to simply
have the best sound possible. I have
a few friends who are tech-savvy, so

I’m sure they’ll help me out when the
time comes. Let’s move onto the rest
of the room.
I don’t know if it’s just the way
I was raised, but I need hardwood
floors. I’ve never been a fan of carpets covering the floor because
stains just start to show up all over
the place over time. I don’t want
completely wooden floors; I’ll just
have carpets that cushion my ping
pong table, foosball table, pinball
machine, vending machine, and an
‘actual size’ statue of a player to be
named — that’s GM talk.
Every sports room needs a bar,
and mine won’t be the exception to
the rule. My bar’s top will be slightly
different than the norm. Instead
of the usual rectangular or round
shape, mine will be similar to a baseball helmet from the side. You’ll see
the earflap at the bottom and the bill
on one side. The only difficulty will
be deciding what to do with the ear
hole. Ice buckets seem like the most
reasonable choice. A condiment lazy
Susan also seems like a nice idea.
The couches can arguably make
or break this whole setup. I’ve always
thought I wanted an L-shaped of

large size, but then I realized two
things: People may have to sit close
to each other, and the ability to get
up from the seat without disturbing others. When something exciting
happens in the game, people don’t
want to constrain themselves from
thrashing about. By having individualized seating, people are able to
jump for joy or angst and leave their
seat without disturbing the weight
equilibrium that would be present
on the L-shaped couch. So, my room
calls for many individual recliners
— and maybe a pillow to nap with
during halftime.
What about a table? My table, to
be placed around the individualized
seating arrangement, will need a few
things of the utmost importance.
The first will be a glass top so that
spills — from bouts of excitement
— are easy to clean. Secondly, due
to possible spills, I will incorporate
a moat that surrounds my table. If
soda spills and the ice melts in the
middle of the third quarter, it’s no
big deal because we’ll just push it
into the moat to deal with later.
Also, wings on the edge of the table
will be necessary. One never knows

Men’s tennis season comes to a close
Jon Mays
Staff Writer

The Lawrence University men’s
tennis team put together a strong
showing at the Midwest Conference
Tournament this past weekend, but
it was not enough to stop tennis
powerhouse Grinnell College from
dominating the tournament.

The Pioneers swept the singles
competitions, and they nearly did
the same in the doubles competitions, but their No. 3 doubles team
lost in the championship match.
The Vikings had very strong performances from No. 1 singles player
Ryan Dunn and No. 6 singles player
Travis Fondow, who both advanced

to the championship match of their
respective brackets. Dunn also
teamed up with Dan Hertel to make
it to the championship match at the
No. 1 spot in the doubles tournament before losing to Grinnell.
In the team competitions,
Lawrence took on Grinnell in the
opening round and was unable to

Baseball season comes to an end
Matt Hoh
Staff Writer

The Vikings wrapped up their
season with a record of 12-20
and went 5-11 in a tough Midwest
Conference North division.
The Vikings pitching staff was
led by Aaron Leitner 5-3 and Frank
Forseth 4-1 with three saves; both
had ERAs of 2.4 on the season.
Also helping were Andy Frelich with
an ERA of 3.28 and reliever Mike
Baumann, ERA 3.38.

On the offensive side, Robert
Rashid led the team with an average of .366 as he compiled 34 hits.
Slugging percentage was led by Wes
Otte and Frelich with .505. Otte
also led the team with 24 RBIs, and
Frelich led the team with five home
runs. Jordan Clark led the team with
39 hits as he batted .345 on the
season.
The Vikings were in action April
28 battling Wisconsin Lutheran.
The Vikings were unable to get the
bats going, as they fell 8-4 and 6-1.
Forseth paced the Vikings, going 2-2

at the plate, and Otte also had a twohit game.
Beloit College visited on April 29,
stealing the opening game 4-3 and
continuing to sneak past Lawrence
7-3 in the nightcap. Forseth again
paced the Vikings in the opener with
two hits along with Rashid. In the
nightcap, Frelich hit a solo home
run for the Vikings and Jameson
Raymond had two hits.
St. Norbert College came to battle LU April 30. The Knights came
out strong in the first game and
won 7-2. Clark led the team with

how many people are going to show
up for a game, so a table of multiple
lengths is quite important.
If the number of people is low,
simply fold those bad boys down,
and it won’t be a problem. Under my
glass casing will be my collection of
baseball and football cards collected
throughout the years. Is that a Rick
Ankiel rookie card? Yes, yes it is.
Lastly, the walls of my room
will consist of custom paint jobs
that resemble some of the greatest moments in my sports lifetime:
Reggie’s three sacks, Favre’s MVPs,
Bucky Badger with some roses, Ray
Allen knocking down threes, and
Bernie Brewer sliding into the “where
the hell did it go” mug, etc.
Will my room be used solely for
watching sports? No. It can be used
for movie viewing as well under one
condition: If someone talks during
the movie they’ll receive a fine and
possible suspension, be forced to
do community work and submit a
public apology to all those they
offended. Just like sports.

advance past the nationally ranked
Pioneers. Lawrence bounced back
in the third-place game and beat St.
Norbert College.
Lawrence finished off a great
season as they finished third in
both the regular season and conference tournament. The Vikings held
their heads high upon returning to
campus, and it appeared as though
Travis Fondow had a great time on
stage with Girl Talk.
eight hits. In the nightcap, the game
just slipped away from Lawrence as
Ben Konetzke pitched eight innings,
allowed only eight hits and struck
out four. However, his effort was not
quite enough, as the Vikings let one
slide 5-4. Offensively, Frelich homered and Otte knocked in two.
The Vikings then traveled to St.
Norbert with similar results. The
Knights blew past LU 17-7 in the
first game, in which Eric Bohling had
three hits and Luke Kostreva and
Hawk Haiduke each had two. In the
final game, the nightcap, St. Norbert
again slipped by with a 7-6 win.
Rashid, Haiduke and Forseth each
compiled two hits in the game.

Golf left wanting more at conference tournament
Staff Writer

The Vikings came into the
Midwest Conference Championships
not having golfed in 10 days, as the
Viking Invitational that the team

hosts at Eagle Creek got washed out
the previous weekend.
Jim Breen led the Vikings at
Aldeen Golf Course in Rockford, Ill.,
shooting a 247 over the three-day
tournament, good enough for a 21stplace finish.
Another one of the few bright

spots for the Vikings was the second- and third-day play from Adam
Ferguson, who shot a low round for
the Vikes with an 81 both Friday and
Saturday.
The team was challenged all
weekend by the tough course and
ended up finishing eighth of the

What’s true about the Kentucky Derby?
by Matt Hoh
1. The favorite in the Kentucky Derby wins 50 percent of the time.
2. In the last 25 years, the favorite has won 10 times.
3. The odds that the derby champion horse is from the state of
Kentucky are 5:1.
4. There has only been one derby winner to be disqualified, and this
happened occur when Richard Nixon was in attendance.
5. There have been 15 jockeys who have only raced once in the derby
and won it.

nine-team tournament, but the men
were only one stroke back of Illinois
College.
Jon Mays said of the tournament, “I’d rather not say anything
about it; things did not go well.”
Mays tied with Tom Vyskocil for
30th, Jim Crowley finished in 40th,

Baseball
MWC O'All
North Division
St. Norbert
12-4 21-11
Beloit
11-5 25-7
Ripon
11-5 18-15
Lawrence
5-11 12-20
Carroll
1-15 8-25
South Division
Monmouth
Grinnell
Knox
Illinois College

8-4 15-15
8-4 22-12
6-6 8-17
2-10 11-18

Softball
MWC O'All
North Division
Ripon
12-1 20-14
St. Norbert
10-3 17-17
Lawrence
5-8 10-19
Carroll
4-9 12-15
Beloit
3-10 10-24
South Division
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Illinois College
Grinnell
Knox

10-3 17-18
8-5 17-19
7-6 11-22
6-7 9-22
0-13 3-29

Men’s Tennis MWC O'All
North Division
St. Norbert
4-0 18-10
Lawrence
3-1 10-14
Carroll
2-2 9-10
Ripon
1-3 5-13
Beloit
0-4 2-11
South Division
Grinnell
Monmouth
Lake Forest
Knox
Illinois College

4-0 18-9
3-1 13-10
2-2
9-5
1-3 3-15
0-4
0-9

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu, www.
midwestconference.org and
are current as of
May 6, 2009.

and Andrew Russell rounded out the
field, finishing 53rd. Monmouth took
home a 10th team championship,
and Illinois College’s Mark Strain
took home the individual title.

1. F. The race has been held 130 times, and 50 of the favorites have
won (38 percent).
2. F. Only two favorites have won in the last 25 years, which only
makes eight percent. However, from 1875 to 1979, the crowd-picked
favorite won 48 out of 105 races.
3. F. The odds are actually 1.3:1. There have been 97 winners from
Kentucky.
4. T. There has been only one disqualification, for using illegal medication. This was in 1968 when Nixon was attending as he was running for office.
5. T. There have been 15 winners who entered only once and won,
and William ‘Smokey’ Sanders entered only twice but won both.

Jimmy Kloppmann

Standings

The Lawrentian

Sports

Friday, May 8, 2009

Athletes of the Week
by Jeanelle Adams

Jim Breen: Men’s Golf
What is your favorite course to
play on?
My favorite course I have
ever played is The Straits Course
at Whistling Straits. I was lucky
enough to score free passes to play
on a course that would normally
cost over $300 to play. It was amazing to play and walk on the same
course that professional golfers like
Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson
competed on just a couple years
ago.

It is also right on Lake Michigan
and is one of the most beautiful
courses I have ever played on. The
sheer difficulty of the course is
amazing, but I have never felt more
at peace that I did that day surrounded by the lake and the golf
course.
Would you rather putt or drive
the ball?
Drive the golf ball. You can
mishit a drive and still recover on a

hole. Putting can be extremely frustrating, and you can easily throw
away a solid round on a single
green.
Who is your favorite professional
golfer?
Jim Furyk is my favorite golfer.
The only swing coach he has ever
had in his life is his father. Furyk
has a very unorthodox swing and
is by no means “traditional.” Many
folks have tried to change it, but his
father convinced him to trust his
natural swing. He has been a Top
10 player in the world for multiple
years now, so I’d say that has gone
pretty well.
What is your favorite golf club to
use?
For some reason, I love hitting

11
a pitching wedge. It is an odd club
to favor, but I always feel like I
can stick a shot whenever I have a
wedge in my hands. It is more comfort than anything.
How long have you been golfing?
What got you started in the sport?
I have golfed ever since I was
10 years old. My father and my
grandpa taught me how to play,
and I have always wanted to make
them proud whenever I step on
a golf course. Unfortunately, my
grandpa has been quite sick for the
last few years and has never been
able to witness me playing college
golf. That has always been my biggest regret. Now, I just play like he
is always watching. I would like to
think that my father and grandpa
are both proud of me.

Photo courtesy of Jim Breen

Wes Otte:
Men’s Baseball
As the end of the season gets
closer, what are the team’s goals?
What are your personal goals?
For the team, we look to
improve and compete every time
we take the field. This season
Coach Anderson came in with a
different mindset than in my previous season. Since the start, he
has preached that we are going to
make the conference tournament,
and we are in the hunt right now.
As far as personal goals, I just
try to improve every day and just
become a more complete player.
What has been your best memory
of the season?
My best memory of this season
would be our hotel room in Florida
with Frankie, Penza and Bohling
when we combined our beds to
make one big bed. If you have
never combined beds before I suggest that you try it.
Describe the best defensive play
you have ever made.
My best defensive play was
when I robbed a home run in high
school. I actually think that taking
away a home run is more thrilling
than hitting a home run.
What is your favorite post-game
meal?
My favorite post game meal
would have to consist of a snickers bar, red vines and a kiss from
my mom.
Which is your favorite professional baseball team?
The Florida Marlins, because I
am a huge fan of Hanley Ramirez
and watching the game on TV and
seeing the warm weather always
makes me happy.

Photo courtesy of Wes Otte
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1. “Rocket Man,” Elton John
This song is wonderful. I’ve
listened to it over and over and
it still continues to thrill me.
2. “High Fidelity,” Jurassic 5
There is this crazy verse at
the end. They are all of such
good flow in this group. But
seriously, listen to this song
in particular, and the rhymes
in the last verse will blow you
away.
3. “Miles From Nowhere,” Cat
Stevens
There is this great moment

toward the beginning of the
song in which Cat Stevens is
all throaty goodness. If you’ve
heard the song, you know what
I mean. It gets me every time.

5. “My Pen and Pad,”
Blackalicious
If after listening to this song
you don’t see how sweet it is,
then I don’t know what to say.

4. “Me and My Friend the Cat”
Loudon Wainwright III
Loudon Wainwright is pretty
great. He’s probably been one of
my go-to people to listen to for
a while. The music is all pretty
simple, but he has some witty
lines, and he uses simple words
to convey his point, and I like
that.

6. “I’m not,” Panda Bear
I know it’s super cool
and hip to listen to Animal
Collective, but I think I prefer
some good old solo Panda Bear.
This song in particular I really
like. He uses a lot of echo and
effects on his voice, and he also
samples some cool old church
music in the beginning. I like
how he organizes things.

7. “Put Her in the Buck,” 2 Live
Crew
“It’s a position in sex that’s
done by the masses, it ain’t
the 69-er which you learn in
classes.”
8. Theme song for the TV
show “Good Times”
I never really watched Good
Times, but the theme song is so
great. The lyrics are really silly,
and someone sings a great high
note at the end. It’s all really
triumphant, really.
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